[image: image1.jpg]ALBION
LEGAL




ALS Commercial Protect Insurance Scheme
Following the success of the Employer Protection Scheme we are now able to offer a similar insurance model to transfer the cost of litigation away from business clients.
This new facility covers the costs of your support and representation for general contract litigation and can be extended to include compliance & regulation issues.
We can set up an agreement with insurers appointing you as claims handler under a commercial legal expenses policy that you can arrange for your clients. The insurance should only be provided to clients if they subscribe to a commercial law advisory service supplied by you and will cover defence and enforcement claims when litigation is required.  Please see below for the exact sections of insurance that can be offered.
The agreement has been formulated to allow you to control the claims on behalf of your clients and unlike other legal expenses claims work you may have experienced your bills are paid in accordance with more attractive pre-agreed fee structure.  
Key Benefits

The scheme will enable you to offer a litigation management and protection package for all contentious commercial law issues, which locks clients into using your firm’s commercial law services as it will be a condition of the policy.  

For clients it means they can they can pay an arranged monthly fee and get your legal advice on demand thus avoiding unexpected legal bills in the future. This is a very attractive proposition in today’s economic climate where cash flow is key.
Built in “After the Event” insurance
To ensure that clients have the ability to bring a claim against a third party at no additional cost to themselves, the Commercial Protection policy also includes the provision of a Collective Conditional Fee Agreement (CCFA) which allows an automatic “After the Event” (ATE) cover to cut in on behalf of the client. This ATE cover has a premium shortfall clause with no additional cost to the clients who purchase the Commercial Protect policy (whatever the outcome).
If you feel that a client may be justified in lodging a contract pursuit action the policy will pay the agreed investigation costs for you to establish the merits of the case.  If the merits are good you enter a CCFA with the client.  If the client wins, the premium is paid and any shortfall in disbursements is picked up. If the client loses the ATE policy pays the premium, the other side’s costs and disbursements (your own costs are not covered).
Details of the initial claims handling provisions and agreed costs are shown overleaf.  
Albion will assist fully with installation, training, and sales support and represent your interests and claims-handling requirements.

Available policy sections

We can look at a bolt-on/bolt-off mechanisms the but the attraction for the client in taking all the sections is “one cost no gaps”. 
· Tax protection – Tax advice line, Investigation and regulatory review / investigation cover, a formal aspect or full enquiry.
Advice line & claims handling are carried out by insurers in-house unless otherwise agreed.
· Property - Disputes for physical property damage, nuisance or trespass. Recovery from employees. Will fund to establish reasonable prospects.
Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.
· Compliance & regulation – dealing with the police or H&S Executive prior to a charge leading up to prosecution, alteration or suspension revocation or refusal to renew statutory licence, appealing statutory notice, formal investigation or disciplinary hearings, allegations of theft, data protection, loss of earnings for court attendance.
Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.
· Contract & debt recovery

Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.

· Employee’s protection – defence for trustees of pension fund or pursuing third part for claim for bodily injury.
Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.
· Motor prosecution defence
Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.
· Personal injury & motor 

Advice line* & claims handling are carried out by you.
· Counselling line

Can be provided by insurers if required.
· Legal documentation suite

Can be provided by insurers if required.
The full policy wording and claims handling agreement will be provided following an initial meeting if the scheme is of interest.
* Please note that the advice line or advisory service is structured and priced by you but must meet the insurers required minimum service levels.

